
WNY PRISM Steering Committee Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, June 14; 1:00 – 3:00 pm 

WNY PRISM Office – Great Lakes Center 
 
In Attendance: Sharon Bachman (CCE-Erie County), Jennifer Dunn (DEC), Jonathan Townsend (CWC), 
Alisia Vilonen (DOT), Chris Pennuto (WNY PRISM), John Grabowski (BNW), Meg Janis (Parks), Lynn Greer 
(USACE) 
 
Steering Committee/Partner Updates 

Sharon Bachman (CCE-Erie County) – Master Naturalists training is currently underway – sessions have 
included the restoration at Stella Niagara and Sharon is looking to include and invasive species focused 
session. Mark Whitmore and Bruce Lauber are working on bringing an HWA workshop to WNY, to share 
results on current research. The workshop will be held on September 14 at Chestnut Ridge (tentative). 

Jennifer Dunn (DEC) – Canal Fest of the Tonawandas plans for a shared invasive species outreach table 
are coming together. DEC’s Intern, Michael Doucette, will be drafting a schedule and reaching out to 
partners to ensure the table is fully staffed throughout the week. New Hydrilla brochures are in the final 
stages of development/editing and will be ready for Canal Fest.   

Jonathan Townsend (CWC) – Work along Ball Creek has continued with the herbicide treatment of 
mugwort using Milestone. Follow-up treatment, as well as Phragmites and knotweed treatment, is 
expected in August. WNY PRISM worked with CWA to obtain a 2(ee) for use of Milestone on Mugwort – 
the 2(ee) was approved by DEC on April 27.  

Alisia Vilonen (DOT) – Invasive species project have been mostly completed and DOT’s work in 2018 has 
shifted to more paving type projects. Crews continue to use iMapInvasives. 

Chris Pennuto (WNY PRISM) – The WNY PRISM 2019 – 2023 proposal has been submitted. A new 
crayfish collaborative is gearing up and a meeting will be held in a few months. The collaborative will 
look at potential projects including education programs to possibly include bait vendors. WNY PRISM 
was sent to take part in the Science March Fair earlier this year, but it was postposed due to inclimate 
weather. The new date is July 14, during ISAW. 

John Grabowski (BNW) – Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper is implementing some final invasive species 
removal and volunteer efforts within the Buffalo River project sites – funding is set to end August 31. 
Looking to include an invasive species removal workday as part of ISAW. 

Meg Janis (Parks) – New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation has two Strike 
Teams working in central and western New York, a Terrestrial Strike Team and an Aquatic Strike Team, 
both consisting of 4-person crews. Work this summer will take place at Beaver Island and Letchworth 
State Parks, involving swallow-wort and oriental bittersweet, and assistance with slender false brome 
management.  

Lynn Greer (USACE) – The current Hydrilla/Erie Canal/Tonawanda Creek Hydrilla Demonstration Project 
website hosted by CCE (http://erie.cce.cornell.edu/invasive-species/wny-hydrilla-project) will be 
shutting down at the end of the month. Information can now be found at the Hydrilla Collaborative 
website (http://hydrillacollaborative.com/). If there is any information you want to ensure makes its way 
over to the new site, please let Lynn know.   

PRISM Updates 

• Great Lakes Slender False Brome Working Group  

http://erie.cce.cornell.edu/invasive-species/wny-hydrilla-project
http://hydrillacollaborative.com/


o Hire 4 seasonal staff – 3 Survey and Monitoring Technicians and 1 GIS Technician. The 
GIS Tech and 2 Survey Techs are being funded through GLRI/EPA funds, and the third 
Survey Tech is through DEC’s ESF Intern Program. Two Survey Techs are up and running, 
while the final Survey Tech and GIS Tech will begin soon. 

o Surveys in the Syracuse area have identified new infestations and surveys of the area 
surrounding the single previously identified site has shown this infestation to be 
significantly larger than believed.  

o Brittany has completed pre-management surveys and plot establishment. Management 
efforts will begin the last week of June at Genesee County Park and Forest and 
Letchworth State Park. Apart from assisting with the management research set-up and 
planning, both partners are assisting with manual and mechanical management, while 
WNY PRISM is implementing the chemical treatment. 

o Boot Brush Stations have been installed at Letchworth State Park and Genesee County 
Park and Forest. Stations will be installed at Whirlpool State Park and Trestle Park and 
Drew’s Nature Preserve near Bergen Swamp.  

o The next GLSFB Working Group Meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 7, 2018 from 1 
– 3pm. This is a conference call only.  

• WNY PRISM Received the USFS-GLRI CWMA grant to implement invasive species removal at 
Western New York Land Conservancy and Buffalo Audubon preserves within Erie and Niagara 
Counties. The Land Conservancy will be developing a volunteer monitoring program as part of 
this project. This is a 2-year grant totaling $40,000.  

• WNY PRISM Crew 
o The WNY PRISM Crew (Rebecca Mann, Julia Kostin) has completed initial training, as of 

this week, and is starting work on partner projects. Early season projects include Niagara 
Escarpment Preserve, Tifft Nature Preserve (Vernal Pool Enhancement Project), Seneca 
Bluffs and Jamestown Audubon water chestnut removal.  

o Emily Thiel, E&O Assistant, is working on Invasive Species Awareness Week planning.  
• The Great Lakes Center has submitted a proposal to fulfill the WNY PRISM RFP 2019 – 2023, a 

continuation of the current WNY PRISM program. The most significant change from the previous 
RFP/Contract is the inclusion of a watercraft inspection program to include at least 20 boat 
stewards/sites.  

• Boot Brush Stations -  
 
Discussion Topics 

• Invasive Species Awareness Week  
o The 5th Annual NYS ISAW is taking place July 8 – 14, 2018 (www.stoptheinvasionny.com). 

ISAW promotes knowledge and understanding of invasive species and the harm they 
can cause by engaging citizens in a wide range of activities across the state. Emily is 
working with many partners to develop events throughout the region, and we’re looking 
for additional events. The deadline for events is Monday, June 25, 2018, to ensure we 
have enough time to get events posted and get materials to those hosting events.  

o Current events include the annual Honeysuckle Harvest at Kenneglenn Scenic and 
Nature Preserve, Aquatic Invasive Species focused events with Roger Tory Peterson 
Institute, and several iMap trainings.  

o WNY PRISM is looking for assistance identifying additional event possibilities, and for 
assistance getting word out about ISAW.  

• Early Detection  

http://www.stoptheinvasionny.com/


o Japanese Stiltgrass – WNY PRISM worked with the Town of Aurora and the Village of 
East Aurora to implement an outreach campaign for Japanese stiltgrass involving the 
mailing of >3200 postcards to area residents. The infestation was found within the 
Village, along Cazenovia Creek. The Town of Aurora and the Village of East Aurora 
provided the printed postcards, while WNY PRISM provided the addressing and 
mailing/postage. 

o Mile-a-Minute – Mile-a-minute vine has been confirmed at Oak Orchard WMA, east of 
Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge. DEC has brought on two interns to conduct additional 
surveys and begin manual removal of the plant. (Update – 6/22:  approximately 200 
acres were surveyed at Oak Orchard and additional infestations were not found, 
however a significant infestation was found on private property adjacent to the area of 
Oak Orchard with the previously identified infestation. WNY PRISM is working with DEC 
to conduct outreach to area residents, possibly to include a postcard mailing like the 
Japanese stiltgrass, but smaller in scale.) 

• New York State Invasive Species Documentary 
o A working outline for the upcoming New York State Invasive Species Documentary was 

drafted and provided to working group members for comments. The document, which 
identifies topics to cover such as pathways of invasion, prevention, early detection, etc., 
and what can be done, was shared with the Steering Committee. Consensus was that 
the outline as provided was good and only a few suggestions for additions were made. 
Suggestions were to include additional invasive species as focus species, as well as 
including more habitat restoration information and footage. Suggestions, along with 
potential sites for capturing video, will be provided to DEC and filmmakers. 

 
Upcoming Meetings   
 
Steering Committee Meeting – Thursday, August 16, 2018; 1 – 3 pm, GLC Field Station 
 


