
WNY PRISM Steering Committee Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, August 15; 8:00 AM – 9:00 AM 

Conference Call 

In Attendance: On-phone: Jonathan Townsend (CWC and RTPI), Marcus Rosten (BNW), Lynn Greer 

(USACE), Alisia Vilonen (DOT), Sharon Bachman (CCE – Erie County), Aaron Heminway (Parks), Andrea 

Locke (WNY PRISM), Emily Thiel (WNY PRISM).  

Steering Committee/Partner Updates 

Jonathan Townsend (CWC and RTPI): Has been kept busy with RTPI’s Wild America Program. RTPI 

currently does not have an Invasive Species Management Plan and Jonathan may be looking to start one 

to address invasive species, specifically multiflora rose and honeysuckle, on both RTPI’s preserve and 

JCC’s Forever Wild land nearby.  

Marcus Rosten (BNW): Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper’s Monthly Waterway Cleanup at Seneca Bluffs 

Natural Habitat Park this weekend (Saturday, August 17) will also feature some invasive species 

management in addition to the usual litter pickup. 

Lynn Greer (USACE): Have been consistently busy all season managing Hydrilla in Erie County and 

Cayuga Lake including treatments and monitoring. Specifically, a lot of time has been put into surveying 

and treating the canal this summer. Planning is now underway to treat 2 new infestations (more 

information on this in the PRISM update).  

Sharon Bachman (CCE – Erie County): The comment period for the release of the knotweed biocontrol is 

still open. Partners should submit their comments before Monday, August 26 as the comments received 

have been in large part opposition from the beekeeping community.   

Alisia Vilonen (DOT): Currently experimenting with not mowing rights of way near Tifft Nature Preserve 

to determine what will begin growing in these locations. Should invasives begin to take over the area, 

management will need to be considered. 

Aaron Heminway (Parks): Currently working to get Invasive Species Management Plans in place based 

off Parks’ standing template. Also working with the new Stewardship Specialists of Genesee and Niagara 

regions to teach them about the reporting protocol with WNY PRISM and the opportunities with the 

Crew Assistance Program. 

PRISM Updates 

• E&O Updates 

o Since last meeting in June, WNY PRISM has attended 23 events and spoke with 1,483 

people.  

o 31 events were held throughout WNY during ISAW (July 7-13). 

o Writing the fall newsletter is underway. Any partners interested in contributing a 

feature on their organization or an article on an invasive species related topic should 

contact Emily Thiel (thieles@buffalostate.edu). Previous editions can be found here.  

• Watercraft Inspection Program 

mailto:thieles@buffalostate.edu
https://www.wnyprism.org/wny-prism-newsletters/


o Program is winding down for the summer – Boat Stewards are beginning to head back 

to school. We will be able to maintain coverage at some of our busier launches through 

Labor Day. 

o Our busiest launches are Sturgeon Point, Bemus and Prendergast Points, Gratwick Park, 

Onoville Marina and North Tonawanda Botanical Gardens.  

o The numbers so far include 14,600 inspections and >32,000 interactions with the public. 

o We will review and reassess launch selection and staffing this winter. 

• WNY PRISM Crew 

o WNY PRISM Crew continues to work on Crew Assistance Program projects as well as 

early detection and mapping projects. Work will shift toward the CWMA Priority Lands 

Project this fall. 

o We’ve had some bad luck with Crew members informing us they are leaving early for 

different jobs, which has put us in a difficult position for completing our scheduled work. 

We were able to fill one of the vacated positions with one of our Boat Stewards who has 

graduated – he will split time between Crew training and his launch for a couple weeks, 

through Labor Day, before becoming full-time with the Crew. 

• Early Detection 

o WNY PRISM is asking partners and the public to use iMapInvasives as the reporting tool 

for early detection observations. Reports can be sent directly to WNY PRISM if an 

individual is unable to use iMap.  

o Japanese stiltgrass surveys have shown the plant to have established downstream of the 

initial East Aurora location, throughout Cazenovia Creek and into the Buffalo River. 

Surveys will continue through September as we work to get a better understanding of 

the extent of the populations. Removal efforts continue upstream of the initial East 

Aurora location with encouraging results. 

o Mile-a-minute work continues at and around Oak Orchard WMA – management and 

research efforts are being led by College at Brockport and DEC. WNY PRISM facilitates 

working group meetings and will be releasing a BMP factsheet shortly. 

o Completed the initial treatment of Japanese angelica tree at Lake Erie State Park.  

o Hydrilla has been found in Orchard Park – surveys have detected it in two ponds/lakes. 

Surveys and efforts to address the infestations through removal are underway. Multiple 

partners are involved including WNY PRISM, DEC and USACE.  

• Water Chestnut 

o Based on water chestnut reports this summer, it appears that the species has seen a 

resurgence within the Southern Tier. WNY PRISM is working with local partners and will 

continue to seek means of assisting with management efforts.  

Discussion Topics 

• WNY PRISM Brochure 

o Intended to be an informational brochure, geared towards recruiting new partners. 

o General approval of the SC with minor revisions. 

▪ Include a published date/reference point for reported numbers such as how 

many members of the public we have connected with.  

▪ Include a short section on why invasive species management is important. 



• Best Management Practice Sheets 

o Currently available sheets include Japanese stiltgrass, knotweed, invasive shrubs and 

slender false brome. Underway species include mile-a-minute and water chestnut. 

o We plan to create sheets for each of our early detection species. 

o Steering Committee suggests adding one for Phragmites and cut leaf teasel (perhaps 

amend this to include a variety of biennials including white and yellow sweet clovers). 

• Strategic Planning 

o Updated objectives and strategies will be forwarded to the Steering Committee next 

week (week of August 19) for another round of review and comment due the following 

week (week of August 26). 

o Working Group sessions will be held September 12-13 or 16-17. 

▪ These will focus on building strategies to achieve the established objectives. 

▪ These sessions will be open to anyone, but attendees will need to RSVP in order 

to limit the distribution of draft planning documents and to obtain parking 

passes. 

Upcoming Meetings 

Strategic Planning Working Groups – September 12, 13, 16 and 17 

Please complete doodle poll (link is in the email) 

Fall Partner Meeting – Thursday, October 24, 2019, 1 – 3pm; Location TBD 

Steering Committee Meeting – Thursday, November 21, 2019; 1-3pm GLC FS 

 


