
Introduction 

The Great Lakes Slender False Brome Working Group (Working Group) represents a collaborative effort 
to improve the understanding and management of slender false brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) 
within New York State and the Great Lakes Basin. The Working Group consists of federal and state 
agencies, business, universities and private organizations that strive to address the ecological threat 
posed by slender false brome. 

Slender false brome is a highly invasive bunch grass that has demonstrated the ability to invade a wide 
range of habitats and dominate these areas to the near complete exclusion of native vegetation. A 
prolific seed producer, slender false brome is easily and effectively spread through many human-aided 
pathways of invasion as well as natural pathways. This species has negatively impacted ecosystems in 
the Pacific Northwest since 1939 but was first reported in NYS in 2009. Upon discovery of slender false 
brome at Bergen Swamp in Genesee County and Taughannock Falls State Park in Tompkins County, 
stakeholders across the region proactively joined together to share information on this species. 

The Working Group developed core functions that provide the framework for efforts that include Survey 
and Monitoring, Partner Network Coordination and Communication, Education and Outreach, Spread 
Prevention and Management. Western New York Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management 
(WNY PRISM) took the lead on this collaboration and was awarded funding through the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative in September 2017, to fulfill the Working Group's mission. Significant progress was 
made this year and WNY PRISM, along with help from enthusiastic partners, was able to accomplish 
many important project tasks. 

WNY PRISM would like to thank all the dedicated Working Group members and additional partners and 
stakeholders involved with this project. WNY PRISM  would like to further thank partners that helped 
install boot brush stations and mechanically remove slender false brome in research areas, specifically 
Genesee County Park and Forest staff, Letchworth State Park staff, Genesee Valley Greenway staff, 
Friends of Letchworth State Park the NYS Parks Strike Team. 

For more information on the Working Group, or to report a slender false brome infestation, contact 
Brittany Hernon, Project Manager, at 716-878-5422 or hernonba@buffalostate.edu, or visit 
wnyprism.org/projects/slenderfalsebrome.  For more information on WNY PRISM visit, wnyprism.org. 

The Great Lakes Slender False Brome Working Group is part of WNY PRISM, a sponsored program of the 
Research Foundation for SUNY Buffalo State and the Great Lakes Center. Funding for this Working Group 
is provided by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. 

Great Lakes Slender False Brome Working Group 
Annual Report 

September 2018 – August 2019 

mailto:hernonba@buffalostate.edu
https://www.wnyprism.org/projects/slenderfalsebrome/
http://www.wnyprism.org/


Great Lakes Slender False Brome Working Group Annual Report 

 

2 | P a g e  
 

  
Survey and Monitoring 

• Seasonal Staff: 1 GIS Technician and 2 Survey Technicians. 
• Melissa Boglioli updated the habitat suitability map to include seasonal precipitation and 

created a map of all known slender false brome occurrences in North America. 
• Amanda Gabryszak and Kathleen McCormick surveyed 33 sites. New populations of slender 

false brome were found at Carlton Hill Multiple Use Area (MUA) and along the Groveland 
Secondary Trail. Additional populations of slender false brome were found at Genesee 
County Park and Forest and along the Genesee Valley Greenway, both sites with previously 
identified populations.  
 Populations at Carlton Hill MUA were removed and the area will continue to be 

monitored over time.  
 14 new populations were found at Genesee County Park and Forest. Nine 

populations were removed by hand, 3 were treated with herbicide and the 
remaining 2 sites will be addressed next year. 

Partner Network Communication and 
Coordination 

• Held 4 Working Group meetings, 2 in person 
and 2 using virtual meeting technologies. 
 6 new organizations joined the 

Working Group, including the NW 
Michigan Invasive Species Network 
and the Ontario Invasive Plant 
Council, two regions where 
Brachypodium is present. 

• Presented on the early detection survey 
protocol and habitat suitability modeling at 
the Stewardship Network Conference in 
East Lansing, Michigan. 

• Discussed Working Group accomplishments 
and management research during the NYS 
PRISM Network monthly webinar series.  

 

Melissa Boglioli (center), GIS technician, working with 
Brittany Hernon and Amanda Gabryszak. 

Survey Technicians Kathleen McCormick (left) and 
Amanda Gabryszak (right) collecting data on a 
slender false brome population. 

Brittany Hernon, Project Manager, leading a tour of the 
management area at Genesee County Park and Forest 
during and in person Working Group meeting. 
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Management 

• Implemented the second year of treatment at Genesee County Park and Forest and 
Letchworth State Park. Continued research of manual removal, mechanical removal, 
herbicide treatment and a combination of mechanical removal and herbicide application. 

• Saw a significant decrease in percent cover after one year of treatment in the herbicide 
only, mechanical/herbicide and manual removal areas. 

• At Genesee County Park and Forest, 7 bags of plants were dug up in year one in the manual 
removal area compared to only 1.5 bags in year two. At Letchworth State Park manually 
removed plants filled 25.5 bags the first year and only 7 bags the second year. The entire 
infestations were visually less dense with smaller plants after the first year of treatment. 

• Created a Best Management Practices document for slender false brome, which can be 
accessed on the WNY PRISM website, wnyprism.org/resources/bmps. 

Spread Prevention 

• The 7 boot brush stations installed in 2018 
were revisited to remove soil from the brush 
and check for seedlings of invasive species 
surrounding the structure. The stations are in 
good condition and have been used by 
hikers. 

• Genesee Valley Greenway staff will install 2 
additional stations along the trail near 
Brachypodium infestations before the end of 
2019. 

Amanda Gabryszak cleaning off footwear at Genesee 
County Park and Forest after a day of surveying. 

Slender false brome management area at Genesee County Park and Forest. Left: Slender false brome infestation in 
2018 before treatment. Right: Slender false brome infestation in 2019 after one year of treatment, mechanical only 
(left) and herbicide only (right) areas can be seen. 

https://www.wnyprism.org/resources/bmps/
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Education and Outreach 

• Mailed letters to 167 residents along the West Shore Trail, an area heavily infested with 
slender false brome. The letter described the species and invited residents to attend an 
Education and Removal day at Drew’s Nature Center on July 8, 2019. We had a resident 
come to the event to report the species and our survey technicians found large, dense 
patches of slender false brome on the property. The owner was very interested treating the 
species with recommended Best Management Practices. 

• Discussed common invasive species identification and management at the Friends of 
Letchworth State Park Stewardship Day on July 22, 2019. Attendees were very interested in 
the specimens and took photos to help recognize the species during their work.  

• Held a Slender False Brome Management Workshop at Genesee County Park and Forest on 
August 8, 2019. Attendees (28) learned about the management research used to create the 
Best Management Practices and toured the management area to see results and practice 
species identification.  

Working Group Member Organizations 

Thank you to all of the Working Group members and partners for another great year! Continued 
interest and participation in this group has truly made this project a success. 

Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program (APIPP) · Bergen Swamp Preservation Society · The College at 
Brockport · Finger Lakes PRISM · Friends of Letchworth State Park · Genesee County Park and Forest · Lower 
Hudson PRISM · Massachusetts Institute of Technology · New York Invasive Species Research Institute · New 
York Natural Heritage Program · New York-New Jersey Trail Conference · NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation · NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation · NW Michigan Invasive Species 
Network · Onondaga Environmental Institute · Ontario Invasive Plant Council · St. Lawrence - Eastern Lake 
Ontario (SLELO) PRISM · SUNY Albany · SUNY Buffalo State · SUNY Environmental Science and Forestry 

Attendees observing invasive species specimens during the 
Friends of Letchworth State Park Stewardship Day. 

Attendees of the Slender False Brome Management Workshop 
learning about management research and Best Management 
Practices for the species. 


