
European
Black Alder 

Removal
Buckhorn Island

State Park



•Important Bird Area

•DEC Bird Conservation 
Area

•DOS Significant Coastal 
Habitat

•Niagara River AOC 
Priority Habitat

•NHP: Significant 
Ecological Communities, 
Rare Plants, Rare Animals 

•One of a few sedge 
meadow habitats on river



NY Power Authority Habitat Improvement 
Project

•Invasive 
species 
management 
plan for marsh

•Phragmites 

•Japanese 
knotweed



Cover Type 
Mapping

•Cattail vs 
Phragmites 
dominated 
areas

•Forested

•Scrub-Shrub

•Mixed 
species



European Black Alder Work

•Buffalo 
Audubon 
Society

•Niagara 
River 
Greenway







NYS Parks Invasive Species Strike team
•Seasonal crew traveling 
between parks to survey, 
map and remove 
invasives

•Mapped EBA prior to RFP

•4 acres at Buckhorn



Beaver Island State Park
- East River Marsh

• Location of 2003 habitat  
improvement project

• ~1.3  acres of European Black 
Alder (initial mapping)

• Additional .6 acres identified 
during 2015 field season





Habitat Management and Restoration
•Winter work to minimize disturbance to sensitive marsh soils

•Cut trees, minimize seed dispersal (240,000 seeds/tree)

•Apply herbicide to cut stump

•Stockpile cut material for later chipping

•Follow-up herbicide applications to 

stumps, seedlings and sprouts

-Native wetland seed mix in EBA areas













Tricky Points to working in a marsh

•Changing weather conditions

•Material transport

•Permitting





• The change order was for 3.2 acres of additional clearing.

• 2015: 20.65 Tons removed
• 2016: 31.51 Tons removed as of 2-19-16



•July 2016 -post herbicide treatment



Next steps

•Monitor for future EBA 
seedlings

•Additional Purple loosestrife 
control

•Restoration plantings?





Future invasive species work at Buckhorn

• Upland 
work

• Woody 
invasives

• NFWF 
Sustain our 
Great Lakes

• $235K
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