WNY PRISM

Invasive Species Symposium:
Community Engagement

Thursday, October 15, 2026
9:00 am - 3:30 pm
SUNY Buffalo State University

Alumni & Visitor Center
667 Grant St, Buffalo, NY 14213

Presentations

Communicating science: it’s not just
numbers and graphs

Presented by: Christopher Pennuto, Ph.D.,
Interim Director, Great Lakes Center,
Professor, SUNY Buffalo State University,
Director, WNY PRISM

Will anyone show up? How to use social
media to turn awareness into action.
Presented by: Rachel Taylor, Community
Science and Engagement, WNY PRISM

Building a Community of Stewards:
Cultivating Relationships through Ecological
Restoration

Presented by: Sandy Smith, Director of
Community Engagement and Emily Dyett,
Community Engagement Manager, Buffalo
Niagara Waterkeeper

WNY PRISM Program Updates

Presented by: Nick Farese, Catherine Eaton
and Rachel Taylor, WNY PRISM Program
Managers

You're invited to attend WNY PRISM’s
second Invasive Species Symposium on
October 15 at the Jaqueline Vito
LoRusso Alumni & Visitor Center!

The symposium will focus on community
engagement and how by improving
communication and tailoring programs, we
can continue moving the needle from
awareness to action. It's geared towards all
those whose work involves, and depends
on, the efforts of community members.

Topics include communicating science
effectively, using online tools to boost real
world engagement, and building and
sustaining robust volunteer programs.

The program also serves as WNY PRISM’s
Fall Partner Meeting. Participants may
provide their own program updates and
learn about collaboration opportunities.

While there is no cost to attend the event,
preregistration is required and space is
limited. Lunch and refreshments will be

provided. Free parking will be available in
SUNY Buffalo State's R-14 and R-15 lots.

Register by Monday, October 5

Click here to register
or visit our website at:
wnyprism.org/invasive-species-symposium-2026

WNY PRISM- Great Lakes Center, SAMC 319- 1300 ElImwood Ave- Buffalo, NY 14222

wnyprism@buffalostate.edu - 716.878.4708 - www.wnyprism.org - @WNYPRISM - @wnyprism8



https://forms.gle/cwr62sMCwq3Zzddr9
https://www.wnyprism.org/invasive-species-symposium-2026/

Western New York Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management

Invasive Species Symposium: Community Engagement
Thursday, October 15, 2026; 9:00 am - 3:30 pm
SUNY Buffalo State University - Jaqueline Vito LoRusso Alumni & Visitor Center

Agenda
9:00am Registration & Light Refreshments
9:30am Welcoming Remarks from WNY PRISM's Coordinator, Andrea Locke

9:45am Communicating science: it’s not just numbers and graphs
Christopher Pennuto, Ph.D., Interim Director, Great Lakes Center
While technical accuracy and precise representation remain the cornerstones of scientific
communication, there are often disconnects between what we wish to convey, and what
audiences hear. This presentation will share some tips and thoughts on how to reduce that
potential disconnect.

10:50am Break

11:00am Will anyone show up? How to use social media to turn awareness into action.
Rachel Taylor, Community Science and Engagement Program Manager, WNY PRISM
Social media provides a great opportunity to connect with a wider audience, but whether this
translates to increased real-world action can at times feel like a mystery. This presentation will
explore how WNY PRISM has shifted social media tactics to improve our overall strategy for
engaging the community and how this relates to program participation.

12:00pm Lunch and Networking
Enjoy catered lunch and time to connect with other Symposium participants to discuss
projects, opportunities for collaboration and more.

1:00pm WNY PRISM Program Updates
WNY PRISM Program Managers share updates and highlights from the 2026 field season.

1:30pm Building a Community of Stewards: Cultivating Relationships through Ecological Restoration
Sandy Smith, Director of Community Engagement, Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper and Emily
Dyett, Community Engagement Manager, Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper’s Community Engagement staff share the evolution of their
volunteer outreach and engagement efforts over the last 10 years and explores the lessons
learned through their Riverwatch, Cleanups, Living Shorelines, and Restore Corps programs.
This presentation will explore how individual volunteer experiences can grow into deeper
relationships, stronger community connections, and a network of stewards committed to long
term care of our waterways and restored landscapes.

2:45pm Break

2:50pm Partner Updates
Symposium participants have the opportunity to provide news and updates to the group.

3:20pm Wrap-up

Join us for an informal evening gathering from 4:00-6:00pm at Chandler Street Breweries!
166 Chandler Street, Buffalo NY 14207. Food and drinks will be at your own cost.
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Funding for WNY PRISM is provided by the Environmental Protection Fund through a contract with the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation.
WNY PRISM is hosted by the Great Lakes Center and is a sponsored program of the Research Foundation for SUNY Buffalo State University.




